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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -30 are presented for examination. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The current 
title is imprecise. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

A. As to claims 9-12, the claim language " May be " is indefinite. It is 
uncertain whether anything actually happen (i.e. synchronously or object + type). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1-6 and 9-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hasha. (U.S. Patent 6,721 ,898 B1 ) in the view of Milne et al 
(U.S. Patent 5,848,291). 

7. As to claim 1 , Hasha teaches a component manager that manages one or 
more tracking components (col. 5, lines 48-49; col. 12, lines 2-5), the component 
manager comprising: 

A deployer that generates a client interface for each tracking component 
(col. 2, lines 45-46 and lines 56-58 and lines 61-63; col. 5. lines 40-42 and lines 
52-54; col. 6, lines 26-28; col. 7, lines 9-11; col. 8, lines 59-61), and deploys the 
client interface in a directory service, wherein each entry is a tracking point object 
(col. 9, line 1 , line 8, lines 47-49; col. 10, lines 59-60). 

8. Hasha does not explicitly teach output port. However, Milne et al teach 
output port (col. 8, lines 27-28). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was to combine the teaching of teaching of 
Hasha and Milne because Milne's output port would improve the throughput of 
Hasha's system by routing data between multimedia components via the output 
port. 
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9. As to claim 2, Hasha teaches generates a client interface for each tracking 
component, (col. 2, lines 56-58 and lines 61-62; col. 5. lines 40-42 and lines 52- 
54; col. 6, lines 26-28; col. 7, lines 9-11; col. 8, lines 59-61), and deploys the 
client interface in a directory service, wherein each entry is a tracking point object 
(col. 9, line 1, line 8, lines 47-49; col. 10, lines 59-60); 

Milne teaches input port (col. 8, lines 27-28). 

1 0. As to claims 3 and 5, Hasha teaches synchronous (col. 28, lines 41 -44; 
col. 30, line 62). 

11. As to claims 4 and 6, Hasha teaches asynchronous (col. 5, lines 35-37; 
col. 30, lines 62-63). 

1 2. As to claim 9, it is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 above. In 
addition, Hasha teaches a tracking component that comprises data values may 
be synchronously requested, wherein the data values may be any object type, 
and wherein a synchronous request for an data value results in an invocation of a 
predetermined component method that (col. 5, lines 42-48 and lines 52-54; col. 
6, lines 12-13, lines 26-30 and lines 43-44) that: (a) perform processing to obtain 
the data value, or (b) returns an already gathered data value generated by an 



3 



Application/Control Number: 09/884,505 
Art Unit 2127 

internal component process (col. 11, lines 10-11; col. 12, lines 17-20; col. 28, 
lines 41-46 and lines 54-56). 

1 3. As to claims 1 0-1 2, Hasha teaches a tracking component that comprises 
one or more data values whose data value may be synchronously submitted, 
wherein the data values may be any object type, and wherein a synchronous 
request for submitting an data value results in an invocation of a predetermined 
component method (col. 28, lines 35-50) that performs processing to: (a) store, 
(b) operate upon, or (c) transform a new input value (col. 28, lines 58-60; col. 29, 
lines 49-56). 

1 4. As to claim 1 3, Hasha teaches a manager deployer that deploys one or 
more of a client interface representing an instance of the component manager 
(col. 1 1 , line 20 - col. 12, line 9) may drive data to and from tracking components 
located in remote component manager instances interacting through interfaces of 
the remote component manager instances using a distributed communication 
protocol (col. 12, lines 5-16; col. 38, lines 6-7). 

1 5. As to claim 14, Hasha teaches a listener connector that registers a client 
to tracking point using a predetermined Listener interface (col. 30, lines 62-64); 

A listener responder that invokes a predetermined method on the 
predetermined Listener interface whenever a new data value is input to the 
tracking point (col. 7, lines 13-16). 
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16. As to claims 15 and 16, Hasha teaches a persister that persistently stores 
all data values to a tracking point (col. 28, lines 54-60) 

1 7. As to claim 17, an invoker that invokes a predetermined method on a 
tracking component periodically based on a predetermined time interval (col. 15, 
lines 5-11). 

18. As to claims 18 and 19, Hasha teaches read and deploys a file including 
component classes in the component manager (col. 11, line 19 - col. 12, line 6). 

1 9. As to claims 20-22, Hasha teaces a deployment descriptor interpreter that 
reads a deployment descriptor included in a file wherein a synchronizing interval 
may be declared for each tracking component, which synchronizing interval 
determines the predetermined time interval (col. 15, lines 5-1 1 ; col.1 1 , lines 19- 
21). 

20. As to claim 23, Hasha teaches a software component to operate on 
components implemented in one of the following component models: JavaBeans, 
Microsoft COM, and CORBA (col. 2, line 7). 
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21 . As to claim 24, Hasha teaches read and deploys a file including one or 
more tracking point deployment descriptor, each of which tracking point 

deployment descriptor includes a list of tracking point names and a description of 
paired tracking point connections, each of which paired connections having a 
source tracking point name and destination tracking point name (col. 5, lines 45- 
48; col. 12, lines 17-22; col. 28, lines 54-58). 

Matches tracking points generated by attached to previously 
deployed tracking components (col. 10, lines 36-38, and lines 42 - 45). 

22. As to claims 25-28, it is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 above. In 
addition, Hasha teaches the component manager further comprises a forced data 
transmitter that periodically synchronously request data from a source 
synchronous (col. 7, lines 10-12) and submits the data obtained to a destination 
synchronous based on a predetermined tracking point connection (col. 6, lines 
26-30; col. 1 1, lines 5-7; col. 28, lines 35-50). 

23. As to claims 29 and 30, Hasha teaches a configurator designator that 
discover a configurator interface on each tracking component which provides 
names of configurable attributes that can modify behavior of a tracking 
component (col. 6, lines 54-57; col. 28, lines 55-57); and 
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A configurator manager that automatically constructs an executable file 
that represents an user interface that displays attribute values and receives user 
input to modify the attribute values (col. 38, 22-24). 

24. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hasha. (U.S. Patent 6,721 ,898 B1 ) in the view of Milne et al (U.S. Patent 
5,848,291) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Beauchamp et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,621,505 B1). 

25. As to claims 7 and 8, Hasha and Milne do not explicitly teach a client 
interface may be interacted with using a distributed communication protocol. 
However, Beauchamp et al. teach a client interface may be interacted with using 
a distributed communication protocol (col. 20, lines 4-5). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was to combine 
the teaching of teaching of Hasha, Milne and Beauchamp's distributed 
communication protocol would allow to control process functionality by 
distributing the data that define the process over the network as need. 

Conclusion 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Camquy Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3773. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3756. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see <http://pair-direct.usp to. gov> . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIP system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 
Camquy Truong 
September 22, 2004 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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